
 

© 2025 Mars Incorporated & affiliates 

WALTHAM Foundation™ Research Award 
2025-2026 Call for Applications 

 
Our Foundation’s mission is to advance knowledge across a diverse set of scientific disciplines by funding 
discrete pieces of innovative research in support of our purpose: A BETTER WORLD FOR PETS.  
 
This year, the WALTHAM Foundation is seeking to fund high quality, innovative research projects that 
will advance the understanding of nutrition, health, behaviour, development or welfare of companion 
animals. Awards of up to £25,000 will be available.  
 
Application Deadline: 31st March 2026 
 
1.Background 
 
Established in 1999, the WALTHAM Foundation is a non-charitable funding mechanism supporting 
companion animal science through Mars Petcare. It offers monetary awards for research projects that 
advance the understanding of nutrition, health, behaviour, or welfare of pets around the world. At Mars 
Petcare, we believe pets truly make the world a better place. 
 
That’s why we’re inspired to live our purpose: A BETTER WORLD FOR PETS. We want to create a world 
where pets are healthy, happy, and welcome. Our work is underpinned with an approach that helps 
ensure our commitment to pets and their wellbeing, based on scientific evidence and strengthening the 
human animal bond. As a science driven business, the WALTHAM Foundation is just one way in which we 
support key scientific and academic organizations globally to advance and share companion animal 
research. We believe there are many ways in which our purpose can be achieved, from creating a 
welcoming and nurturing environment to supporting lifelong health and preventative care. There are 
many scientific disciplines that can help support this purpose. 
 
2.Topic Areas for 2025-2026 
 
2.1. Projects Led by Researchers in emerging and developing economies 
We invite applications from researchers in emerging and developing economies (For further details, 
please refer to the Frequently Asked Questions document). Eligible proposals may address any aspect of 
scientific research, including nutrition, health, behaviour, development, and welfare of companion 
animals. Our objective is to drive innovative research in regions with unique perspectives and potential 
to contribute new global insights into pet care. 
 
2.2. Projects Focusing on Underserved or Under-Researched Companion Animal Populations anywhere 
in the world 
We invite proposals from researchers based anywhere in the world, provided the research targets 
underserved or under-researched companion animal populations. This aims to expand the scope of 
scientific research and address critical gaps in knowledge across diverse geographic and demographic 
contexts. 
 
 
 
Applications are welcomed by all scientific researchers, including those at the early stages of their 
careers. We also welcome applications from scientists with disabilities and can provide adjustments to 
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ensure that everyone can participate fully in the selection process. Please contact us via email at 
contactwaltham@effem.com to find out more.  
 
Any research into non-companion animal species (such as livestock or wild animals) unless its relevance 
to companion animals is clearly stated, will not be funded. 
 
3.Funding details 
 

• The amount awarded is typically up to £25,000 (GBP) (check exchange rates for amount, in other 
currencies), which is paid at the start of each funded project. 

• Data collection is expected to be completed within a period of two years, which allows for a 
preparatory period, time for final data analysis and final report write-up. 

• The principal investigator must be employed by a university or academic institution. 

• The approved project must comply with the WALTHAM Foundation Award requirements (see 
section 3.2) in addition to receiving the applicant’s university or academic institution’s human 
and animal ethics approval after a project is shortlisted and prior to funding, if applicable. 

 
For more information on the WALTHAM Foundation, and to view the Frequently Asked Questions, go to 
https://www.waltham.com/grants-awards.  
 
3.1 Application and Review Process  
 
The award application form is available to download from https://www.waltham.com/grants-awards.  
The application instructions and guidelines for completion are contained within the form.  
 
Applications will be subject to the following review process:  

• Step 1. A signed and dated application must be submitted electronically to 
contactwaltham@effem.com by 31st March 2026. Please use the subject line “WALTHAM 
Foundation Research Award Application 2025-2026.” 
 

• Step 2. All submissions will receive an acknowledgement email. If you have not received this 
within 7 working days, please contact us. 
 

• Step 3. The WALTHAM Foundation team will review all applications taking into consideration:  
o Scientific merit and its impact on our purpose: A BETTER WORLD FOR PETS.  
o Experimental Design & Implementation plan 
o Compliance with the award requirements (see section 3.2) 

 

• Only selected applicants will be notified of the status of their application via email once a funding 
decision has been made.  

 
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide unsuccessful applicants with feedback, input, or reviews.  
 
3.2 Award Requirements  
 

• An authorized institutional agent of the recipient’s university or research institute should sign the 
application acknowledging institutional acceptance of the award’s requirements.  These include 
limiting institutional overheads to 10% of the total award value, within the overall award limit. 
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• The recipients will work at a university or research institute that provides appropriate research 
facilities. 

• Research projects should be completed within a maximum period of two years. Exceptions to this 
timing require written agreement from the WALTHAM Foundation. 

• Once shortlisted, all research projects must pass through the WALTHAM Ethical Review process 
which will ensure the proposal fits within the relevant Mars Ethics Policies, and the research 
project should not deviate from the ethical standards agreed with the WALTHAM Foundation. 

• Where animals are client-owned, it should be made clear in the protocol that owners will be 
asked to give written consent for the participation and adhere to appropriate data privacy laws 
relating to them and their pet in the research project and that they are fully aware of all 
procedures their pet (or samples from the pet arising from clinical evaluation) will be undergoing. 

• For the successful projects, the Waltham Research team will not participate in data collection or 
statistical analysis. Therefore, the application and corresponding budget should provide the 
personnel and expertise to accomplish both. However, there is the possibility to obtain 
support/advice on project design considerations and communication of results, if required. 

•  The recipients are required to submit a suitable interim and final report to the WALTHAM 
Foundation on progress and findings.  The recipients are expected to publish/present research 
findings through the usual scientific communication channels. In order to ensure that the 
research project accurately and ethically represents the research project funded, the WALTHAM 
Foundation should have the opportunity to review the communication of research findings in 
advance in a timely manner. There is no intent to restrict any such public exposure of the 
research findings unless they contravene the requirements of the WALTHAM Foundation as set 
out in section 3.2.  

• Funding will only be granted for travel and accommodation if it is to enable essential fieldwork. 

• The recipient will allow the WALTHAM Foundation to list the recipient’s name, the project/study 
title and recipient’s university/research Institution on waltham.com. Additional communication 
(for example social media posts, website news articles) may be developed and agreed with the 
recipient.  

 
The WALTHAM Foundation will NOT fund the following:  
• Research into surgical procedures, pharmacological studies, toxicological studies, or studies that are 
likely to lead to the development of a drug or vaccine.  
• Research that causes suffering or results in euthanasia of the animals involved.  
• Studies whose subjects have clinical conditions that have been artificially induced.  
• Non-research activities (e.g., student travel and subsistence, workshops, college scholarships, 
charitable activities) or the purchase of equipment or computers.  
• Donations to charitable organizations or for charitable work.  
 


