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Study Type  
 

1. What type of study is preferred?  
 

Our aim is to promote innovation and the use of humane scientific studies that make 
a better world for pets and for their owners. We are looking to fund a range of 
studies that support this aim. Applications will be evaluated based on the following 
criteria: 

• Scientific merit and its impact on our purpose: A BETTER WORLD FOR 
PETS 

• Experimental Design and Implementation plan 

• Compliance with the award requirements.  
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            We welcome applications from researchers: 
 

• Projects Led by Researchers in emerging and developing economies: 

• We invite applications from researchers in emerging and developing 
economies, (for more information on this please refer to the Frequently 
Asked Questions document available on the website). Eligible proposals may 
address any aspect of scientific research, including nutrition, health, 
behaviour, development, and welfare of companion animals. Our aim is to 
drive innovative research in regions with unique perspectives and potential 
to contribute new global insights into pet care. 

 

• Projects Focusing on Underserved or Under-Researched Companion Animal 
Populations anywhere in the world: 

• We invite proposals from researchers based anywhere in the world, provided 
the research targets underserved or under-researched companion animal 
populations. This aims to expand the scope of scientific research and address 
critical gaps in knowledge across diverse geographic and demographic 
contexts. 

 
Any selected study involving animals will only be provisional subject to review by the 
WALTHAM ethical committee. All studies must comply with the Mars ethics policies.  
 
If a provisionally selected project does not receive approval from our ethics 
committee, the award will not be given.  
We will not fund studies that involve:  
• Research into surgical procedures, pharmacological studies, toxicological studies, 

or studies that are likely to lead to the development of a drug or vaccine.  
• Research into non-companion animal species (such as farm or wild animals) 

unless their relevance to companion animals is clearly stated.  
• Research that causes suffering or results in euthanasia of the animals involved.  
• Studies whose subjects have clinical conditions that have been artificially 

induced.  
 

2. What animals are considered companion animals?  
 
The research must involve companion animals that are recognized as domestic 
species and commonly kept as pets, such as cats, dogs, horses, fish, and birds. Please 
send us an email at contactwaltham@effem.com if you wish to confirm.  
 

 

Grant Award  
 

3. What currency is the grant awarded in?  
The award is in GBP (Great British Pounds Sterling) but will be converted into your 
currency on the day of payment based on the exchange rate used by our finance 
department.  

https://www.mars.com/about/policies-and-practices/scientific-engagement
mailto:contactwaltham@effem.com
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4. What will the grant amount cover?  

The grant is intended to cover the direct costs of conducting the research project 
that is funded by WALTHAM Foundation. 
Please note: The grant can be used to support research projects conducted as part of 
a Ph.D. program. 
 

5. Can the grant be used to pay staff costs?  
Yes. This includes the main researcher and any support staff.  

 
6. What counts as equipment?  

You can request funding for specialized equipment that is required to conduct the 
research. We will not fund more general equipment such as laptops.  
We have not defined a maximum amount that can be spent on equipment and 
would look at requests as individuals project bases and the importance of the 
equipment to the study.  
 

7. Who is the payment made to?  
The payment is normally made to the applicant's institute as a contract to support 
the award is normally drawn up between us and the institute. Contracting directly 
with an applicant would require the applicant to have personal indemnity insurance 
to a level acceptable to ourselves.  
 

8. How many awards are available?  
The number of awards will be decided by the quality and quantity of proposals 
submitted. Each award will have a maximum value of £25,000 (GBP). 
 

9. When will the grant award be given to successful projects?  
This will depend on the time it takes for us and your institute to sign a contract to 
support the application and whether your institute is in our payment system.  
 

10. Can the selected research proposal receive grants from other commercial entities? 
No, the selected project should not receive any other commercial grants. However, 
funding from non-commercial sources, such as government agencies or non-profit 
organizations, is permitted. 
 

Applications  
 
 

11. How often is this grant open to applications?  
Every two years.  
 

12. Can I submit more than one application?  
Yes, if you wish to. However, as we are focused on supporting a range of topics and 
institutes, we are unlikely to fund more than one research project from the same 
team.  
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13. What is the earliest and latest start date?  
You are welcome to start your research as soon as a contract is in place, and you 
receive the award. The maximum length of the research project, including data 
collection, should be 2 years. 
 

14. Can Intellectual Property (IP) be filed for the selected proposal funded by the grant?  
No, the purpose of this grant is to support research that will be published and made 
freely available to everyone. Our goal is to help promote long, healthy lives for 
companion animals around the world. 
 

15. Applicants from which countries are eligible to apply under the emerging and 
developing economies category? 
Below is the reference list of eligible countries provided:  

• Afghanistan 

• Albania 

• Algeria 

• American Samoa 

• Angola 

• Argentina 

• Armenia 

• Azerbaijan 

• Bangladesh 

• Belarus 

• Belize 

• Benin 

• Bhutan 

• Bolivia 

• Bosnia and Herzegovina 

• Botswana 

• Brazil 

• Bulgaria 

• Burkina Faso 

• Burundi 

• Cabo Verde 

• Cambodia 

• Cameroon 

• Central African Republic 

• Chad 

• China (People's Republic of) 

• Colombia 

• Comoros Islands 

• Congo, Democratic Republic of  

• Congo, Republic of 

• Costa Rica 

• Côte d'Ivoire 

• Cuba 
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• Djibouti 

• Dominica 

• Dominican Republic 

• Ecuador 

• Egypt 

• El Salvador 

• Equatorial Guinea 

• Eritrea 

• Eswatini 

• Ethiopia 

• Fiji 

• Gabon 

• Gambia 

• Georgia 

• Ghana 

• Grenada 

• Guatemala 

• Guinea 

• Guinea-Bissau 

• Guyana 

• Haiti 

• Honduras 

• India 

• Indonesia 

• Iran 

• Iraq 

• Jamaica 

• Jordan 

• Kazakhstan 

• Kenya 

• Kiribati 

• Democratic People's Republic of Korea 

• Kosovo 

• Kyrgyzstan 

• Lao People's Democratic Republic 

• Lebanon 

• Lesotho 

• Liberia 

• Libya 

• Madagascar 

• Malawi 

• Malaysia 

• Maldives 

• Mali 

• Marshall Islands 
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• Mauritania 

• Mauritius 

• Mexico 

• Micronesia 

• Moldova 

• Mongolia 

• Montenegro 

• Morocco 

• Mozambique 

• Myanmar 

• Namibia 

• Nepal 

• Nicaragua 

• Niger 

• Nigeria 

• North Macedonia 

• Pakistan 

• Palestinian Territories 

• Panama 

• Papua New Guinea 

• Paraguay 

• Peru 

• Philippines 

• Romania 

• Rwanda 

• Saint Lucia 

• Samoa 

• São Tomé and Príncipe 

• Senegal 

• Serbia 

• Sierra Leone 

• Solomon Islands 

• Somalia 

• South Africa 

• South Sudan 

• Sri Lanka 

• St Vincent and the Grenadines 

• Sudan 

• Suriname 

• Syrian Arab Republic 

• Tajikistan 

• Tanzania 

• Thailand 

• Timor-Leste 

• Togo 
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• Tonga 

• Tunisia 

• Turkey 

• Turkmenistan 

• Tuvalu 

• Uganda 

• Ukraine 

• Uzbekistan 

• Vanuatu 

• Venezuela 

• Vietnam 

• Yemen 

• Zambia 

• Zimbabwe 


